The Rock Music

Rock music has been one of the most popular kinds of music in the world in the last sixty years. It has grown to include hundreds of musical styles, some that define a large part of the listeners, others are supported by small but devoted audiences (Like the Nike Cave concert in Israel that attracted few devoted fans) 
There are several major streams in the Rock Music:

The alternative style brought a number of new genres, such as the Grunge rock of Seattle-based groups Nirvana, Soundgarden, and Pearl Jam.  The Alternative rock got popular in the late 1980s by the group R.E.M. , That combined heavy-metal guitars, folk and punk influences, and meaningful lyrics. (The Israeli rock is similar to the Alternative style, includes bands such as Mashina, Hayehudim and Monica-Sex).  

The Punk, which developed in England in the early 1970s, was an innovation for the British youth that got tired from the good old fashion type of bands (such as Beatels) and wanted something new and different, featuring bands such as Sex Pistols and Toy Dolls.   

The Heavy metal is one of the most misunderstood genres of music in our day. This comes in result of total ignorance about the subject, brought by the media, society, and listeners themselves. Even though this is one of the most popular genres as evidenced by the huge   concerts of bands such as Metallica, Slayer, and Megadeth.

The central musical instrument in most kinds of rock music is the electric guitar. In the late 1960s a new generation of rock guitarists, including Jimmy Hendrix, Eric Clapton, and Carlos Santana, performed and recorded with amplification, feedback (a type of electronic sound distortion), and many electronic devices, that increased the musical potential of the instrument.
Other instruments used in rock music include the electric bass guitar (introduced by Fender in 1951); keyboard instruments such as the electric piano, organ, and synthesizer; and the drum set, an African-American instrument that came into rock music from jazz and R&B music. Instruments that play important roles in certain rock-music genres include the saxophone. 

The microphone also functions as a musical instrument for many rock singers, who uses it with various effects (such as echo) and changing amplifications.

Since the 1950s rock music has moved from the borders of the USA to the whole world. Connected with youth culture, rock music and musicians have helped to build new fashions, forms of language, and attitudes. However, nowadays, not only teenagers are the main audience of rock music, since many current listeners formed their musical tastes during the “Golden Age of Rock and Roll”.  

Today, we can hear how many successive musicians such as Elvis Presley, Bob Dylan, the Beatles, and Jimmy Hendrix have inspired the new generation of musicians in all of the rock genres. Rock music definitely plays a central role in the popular culture of the world.
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